The clinical role of growth factors in the treatment of breast cancer.
Growth factors have had an increasingly strong impact in breast cancer management in recent years. The main role of growth factors, particularly hematopoietic growth factors, in this setting has been to promote better tolerance of standard-doses, and for the implementation of high-dose chemotherapy in innovative protocols. After a brief overview of growth factor biology, the current clinical guidelines for their use in cancer management is reviewed. Finally, the role growth factors in palliative and curative chemotherapy of breast cancer and methods to reduce tumor cell contamination of peripheral stem cell harvests will be discussed.